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Our Federal System of Government 
 Local State National 

Their power 
comes from… 

The state that the city or 
county is in 

The U.S. Constitution  
(10th amendment) 

The U.S. Constitution 

Example The city of Douglasville 
Douglas County 

Georgia 
(the capitol building is in Atlanta) 

Federal government 
in Washington D.C. 

Executive Branch 
 

*Enforces laws* 

Mayor Governor President 

Legislative Branch 
 

*Makes laws* 
 

City Council Legislature (Senate & House of 
Representatives OR Assembly of 

the House of Delegates) 

Congress  
(House of 

Representatives & 
Senate) 

Judicial Branch 
 

*Interprets laws* 

Douglas County 
Courthouse 

State Supreme Court Supreme Court 

Responsibilities Fund fire department 
Fund police stations 

Fund schools 
Take care of parks 

Set taxes at a city level 

Set state taxes 
Collect sales taxes 

Issue driver’s licenses 
Make state laws 

Run local elections 

Making national laws 
Declares war 

Provide an army 
Set national taxes 
Make national laws 

Citizenship 
Rights of Citizens Responsibilities of Citizens 

Vote, life, liberty, pursuit of happiness, freedom of 
expression which includes freedom to petition 
peacefully as well as freedom of speech and the 
press, religion, etc. 

-Voting, choosing their representatives, obeying the law, staying 
informed about current events, protect the common good (think 
about what is best for everyone), reporting to jury duty, 
volunteering 

Our American Government . 
Students will:   Fourth Grade 7 of 7 
History: 

 Identify the three branches of our federal government  and describe 
their responsibilities, how they relate to each other by explaining 
checks and balances and separation of power, and how they relate to 
the states 

Characteristics of government: 

 Describe the meaning of the federal system of government 

 Explain the importance of our 1
st
 amendment right of freedom of 

expression 

 Explain the process for making and enforcing laws 

 Explain how the government manages conflicts and protects rights 

 Describe how the government provides defense for our country 

 Explain how the power of people in authority is limited 

 Explain the physical responsibilities of government 

 Explain our civic responsibilities 

 Explain why it is important to respect the rights of others and consider 
the common good 

 Explain why it’s important to voluntarily follow laws and rules and 
explain why it is important to exercise our democratic rights and 
responsibilities (voting, staying informed, communicating with public 
officials, volunteering) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Terminology (make flashcards & practice): 
Constitution: A written plan for government 
Bill of Rights: The first ten amendments to the 
Constitution, ratified in 1791 
First Amendment:Freedom of expression, 
religion, press, and the freedom to petition the 
government peacefully 
Federal: A system of government in which the 
states share power with the central government 
but the central government has more power than 
the states 
Democracy: A government in which the people 
or citizens have the power to make political 
decisions 
Checks & Balances: A system that lets each 
branch limit the power of the other two 
Separation of Powers: A framework for three 
branches of government that have different types 
of powers 
Veto: Reject or cancel 
Unconstitutional: Laws that do not follow the 
rules laid out by the Constitution 
Amendments: Changes 
Cabinet: A group chosen by the President to 
help run the executive branch and give advice 
Executive:The branch of government that 
enforces the laws 
 
 

 

 
 


